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Communities of color and other marginalized groups have  
consistently been disproportionately affected and targeted by mis 
and disinformation. According to a report by the Senate Intelligence 
Committee on Russian interference in 2016, “no single group of 
Americans was targeted by IRA information operatives more than 
African Americans. By far, race and related issues were the preferred 
target of the information warfare campaign designed to divide the 
country.”  In 2020, these tactics focused on suppressing voter turn-
out and spreading medical distrust in minority communities, creat-
ing societal harm and individual risk. Understanding the history of 
targeted disinformation campaigns is critical when trying to develop 
whole-of-society solutions.
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